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THY KINGDOM COME�9 - Loyalty





INTRO:  233 years ago, a new nation began: the United States of Am. 








I.  The kingdom is at hand


	A.  The message began with John the Baptist [Matt 3:2]


	B.  Jesus made the message more clear [Matt 4:17; 5-7]


	C.  Daniel’s prophecies coming true [Daniel 2:44]


II.  Repent


	A.  Turn or change [Acts 3:19]


	B.  The choice [Luke 13:1-5]


	C.  A decision of loyalty  [Matt 6:24]


III.  Who are you loyal to?


	A.  Change of mind


	B.  Change of heart


	C.  Change of life





CONC:  Have you changed?  Are you changing?  Will you change?  Romans 12:2 … Give your loyalty to Christ because His kingdom is here.





After years of living under the rule of the British Empire, of paying taxes that grew to be more and more outrageous, and of seeing religious freedom suppressed, some colonists decided to take a stand.  The first actions were relatively peaceful: refusal to pay taxes, letters and diplomats sent to the British government.  But, the British government took these small signs of rebellion seriously and attempted to put down the disturbances with more oppressive taxation and more military presence in key areas.  However, this reaction by the British only fueled the fire.





Colonists began meeting in secret to plan their course of action.  Should they try to reason with the British government, or had that tactic already failed?  Should they peacefully rebel?  Did this situation call for military action?





They really tried all different tactics from sending more diplomats to dumping British tea into the harbor.  But, eventually the British reacted with military force causing the colonists to do the same.  And the Revolution began.





For several years battles were fought, and both sides had major victories.  During this time there were undoubtedly many colonists who were undecided about whom to be loyal to.  They were British people, but they were colonists who had been oppressed by the British government.  But, by early in 1775 the scene had changed drastically.  The future seemed much clearer, and the independence of the colonial nation was imminent.





All of the colonists now had a decision to make: remain loyal to Britain, or become a part of this new nation that was at hand.  Some chose Britain, but many chose the United States.  It was this choice in the minds and actions of the people that made the new nation.  Without this change there would be no U.S.A.





Like these British colonists, we all have a similar decision to make.








