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Unbound – Trusting the Will of God
Narrative Sermon

Text:  John 11:1-45
INTRO:  Sara and I are trying to sell our house in Colorado, still.  We’re not sure what God’s will is, but, by this point, it seems as if He may not want us to sell it.  After the latest showing the potential buyer said, “I can’t own a house with a 3 in the address.”  My immediate thought:  God must be running out of excuses!

Do you feel like you don’t know what God’s will is?  
You’re not alone… the disciples had the same trouble…

I. Knowing God’s Will  11:1-16
a. Walking in the day
i. Why did Jesus wait 2 days?  
1. We’ll see later that Lazarus was in the tomb 4 days by the time Jesus showed up.
2. You know what I think?  He was waiting for Lazarus to die – look at that more in minute
ii. Let us go to Judea again  vs 7
1. Disciples protest because of the danger
2. Jesus tells them He knows God’s will  vs 9-10.  Wouldn’t it be a lot easier if you knew God’s will?
b. So that you may believe
i. Lazarus has fallen asleep
ii. Jesus is glad that Lazarus is dead – two things God wants from our suffering
1. For us to build our faith
2. For us to glorify Him…whether He raises our Lazarus or not
iii. Although the disciples knew God’s will, and they didn’t understand  vs 16
II. Understanding God’s Will  11:17-37
a. Dealing with Martha
i.  “If you had been here… but even now…”  vs 22
1. Jesus replies – “Your brother will rise”
2. Martha eggs Him on – “I know he will rise on the last day…”
3. Jesus gets impatient – “I am the resurrection and the life”
ii. So Martha gets Mary and says, “Jesus is calling for you”
1. Is Martha still trying to manipulate Jesus by making Him feel guilty?
2. Don’t we do this sometimes… “God, holy, awesome, all-powerful Father, I know you are a loving God… so if you could just…”
b. Dealing with Mary
i. Lord, if you had been here… you think Martha told her to say that?
ii. Jesus has compassion
1. He doesn’t stiff arm her like He did with Martha
2. He has compassion, and He weeps… not for Lazarus, but b/c of Mary… 
a. B/c she doesn’t trust Him?  B/c of the pain death brings?
b. I’m not sure it matters, it is just His compassion… even when Jesus knows the joyful miracle to come He weeps with Mary
III. Believing God’s Will   11:38-45
a. Seeing the glory of God
i. God desires unwavering trust without evidence (Blessed are those who have not seen Jn 20:29)
ii. But, God does not require blind faith
1. God provides evidence… God can raise your Lazarus
2. The thing is, the evidence may not come until later… can you trust God to work things out in your life before things get worked out?
b. Unbound
i. Jesus called for Lazarus to be unbound, to be freed from his bonds
ii. At that moment His disciples were unbound… and He calls us to be unbound
iii. The most troublesome thing about this story is vs 45…many believed, but some did not…despite God’s work in our lives we may still refuse to let Him build our faith.
CONCLUSION:


Do you have trouble understanding God’s will?  Are you like the disciples who thought God’s way was the wrong way?  Are you like Martha who seemed to think she could manipulate Jesus?  Are you like Mary who was so caught up in her grief that she couldn’t understand God’s will at all?  Are you like the many Jews who would not even believe when someone was raised from the dead…do you refuse to see God working in your life?

Or, do you trust, even if you don’t understand, and are you learning to recognize the work of God?  This is the point of the story of Lazarus, and point of any sorrow, difficult, or trial you might face.  God wants to build your faith.  So let Him.
