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WHO WE ARE INSTEAD





Text: Eph 2:1-10


INTRO:  Where are you from?  Who are you?  What defines us?  	            (


   Our actions, says Paul. 


   The Christian progression: sinner – saved – settled





I.  Sinner – Looking Back [vv 1-3]


	A.  And you were dead


	B.  Following the prince of the power of the air


		1.  Invisible like powers, principalities [Eph 6:12]


		2.  Powerless, defeated by Christ [Col 2:15]	            (


	C.  Look back and grimace?


		1.  All lived in place called death [Rom 3:23]


		2.  All children of wrath b/c of our actions [Jn 8:38-41,44a]


    Our actions define who we are





II.  Saved – Leaving Home [4-7]					            (


	A.  But God…


		1.  Reluctant to leave home?  Homesick?  “Don’t be!”


		2.  Look where you’re going: grace [v 7]


	B.  That wasn’t really home 


	C.  Remember Lot’s wife [Lk 17:32; Gen 19:26]


     Don’t look back… you were dead





III.  Settled – Settling Down [8-10]			  	            (


	A.  God raised us up – look at what you have


	B.  We are at home in Christ


		1.  Not by works, but by grace


		2.  Wait, I thought our actions define who we are


	C.  Created in Christ Jesus for good works


		1.  We are defined by God – defined to do good works


		2.  Not saved by works, just doing our job [Lk 17:10]


     God defines who we are





CONC:  Who are you?  What defines you?  What is your place in this world?


God has already defined us: our place is to simply find our home; �and our home is not of this world











Difficult question for me to answer: where are you from?




















The invisible powers are there… but they don’t control our lives because in Christ we have the power to defeat them


*Psychic Hotlines, Horoscopes


*Some not so obvious: Screwtape Letters – Satan uses lunch





Moving to New Jersey after just moving to the country in Colorado…I missed Colorado…but I am who I am today because of the chain of events that began with that move.














Like the point after you move when you finally feel at home…


	Feel at home as a child of God:


		Comfortable serving Him


		Confident in salvation














